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from the English system of government, and
the name of this officer could not be changed,
except by amendment of the Constitution.
The speaker of the Senate is appointed by the
Governor-General; the speaker of the House
of Commons is elected by the members; he
is assisted by the deputy-speaker, also elected,
who presides in the absence of the speaker or
in case of a vacancy. In each House there is
a clerk or chief officer (appointed by the
Governor-General in council) under whose
direction a large number of clerks write the
journals, attend committees, translate the
public documents, etc. All debates are re-
ported by an official body of reporters.
French or English may be used in addressing
either House, and both must be used in all

(D      PREPARING THE BILL IN THE
Q   OFFICE OF THE   MEMBER.

from any one province may represent every
part of the province, the provinces have been
divided into electoral districts as nearly equal
in population as possible. If the census
shows that Alberta may send sixteen repre-
sentatives (as at present), the province is
divided into sixteen districts or "constituen-
cies," each of which is entitled to one repre-
sentative. It is not necessary by law that a
man so chosen be a resident of the district,
but in practice the voters prefer a man who
resides in the district to a man who lives
several hundred miles away and knows noth-
ing of local conditions.

How Elections Are Held. General elec-
tions are held on the same day throughout
the Dominion, except in several large and

the laws and records. The sergeant-at-arms
has charge of the messengers and pages, and
looks after the furniture of the House and
offices. The Senate also has a "gentleman
usher of the black rod/' who summons the
Commons to meet the Governor-General in
the senate chamber at the beginning or end of
the session.

Electoral Districts.  In order  that  the
Members of the House of Commons chosen

remote districts, such as Yale and Cariboo
in British Columbia, where the returning of-
ficers fix the day so that all voters may have
a reasonable chance to vote. When a gen-
eral election has been decided on at a Cab-
inet meeting, the Premier so advises the
Governor-General and Parliament is then dis-
solved by a proclamation in the name of the
king, who alone has the power to summon,
prorogue or dissolve it. A second proclama-